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Identity in Freedom
Marriage may be the first step toward a new identity. It is intended to become a lifelong journey, but the outcome is intimately dependent on knowing the person. If both parties aren't equally involved, marriage will fall apart. Khaled Hosseini 's novel A Thousand Splendid Suns reveals how difficult marriage is in Afghanistan, and how many Afghans believe in an arranged marriage to show better credibility and a strong family name, rather than falling in love. It implies that women in Afghanistan have no right to express their feelings and suffer under pressure from Islamic governments, Taliban and males. 
 At the beginning of the novel, in the stories Jalil shares with his father, there is a sense of Afghan 's place in the ancient Persian Empire and its participation in the rich heritage of Persian poetry, art, and literature. When Laila comes to visit Bamiyan Valley with her family, there was a sense of Afghanistan's long history as a point of correlation on the Silk Road and the site of a lot of invasion and conflict over the centuries. The giant stone Buddhas were part of the history and hence part of the culture of Afghanistan. The conservative Taliban, however, views Afghan culture as an Islamic fundamentalist regime. They forbid all types of creative expression, and kill pre-Islamic poetry, sculpture, literature, and history examples. They make legislation intended to put modern Afghanistan back to the traditional values of feudal society
Hosseini reveals the oppression women suffer under extremist Muslim regimes like the Mujahideen and the Taliban in Afghanistan. Hosseini demonstrates how rituals like using the burqa, though supposedly designed to protect women, can be used simply to regulate and oppress women. She explains how women are forced to wear and follow an identity that doesn’t express who they are but what others want them to be. Khaled Hosseini emphasizes that women have little choice but to obey the decisions that others put upon them. Women must deal with the pain of not having a voice until they all come together and stand up and fight for independence and liberty, or this oppressive process won't stop.
A Thousand Splendid Suns is a story of the domination of women and how even under such harsh conditions there is still hope for them. Hosseini explores the problem of how female identity is viewed in Afghanistan. The theme of identity can be seen throughout the story of how women have been portrayed in this period and society, as well as, around the world. The story further emphasizes that women can change how they are portrayed in society, that everybody can change how their identity is seen if they are determined and willing to fight for it. This shows us that our identity is not something that can stay the same, and is not something that can be dictated by society’s stereotypes.
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