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Identity over Time
In this essay, “Evolution”, Lauren LeBlanc compares her grand childhood dream (to become a famous singer) with her current existence as a teacher. Lauren reveals that, while she has not achieved her childhood dream, she is happy and proud of the life she has now that she's older. But if we were to examine deeper into the dream she had when she was younger, this dream was a large part of her as a person, a part of her identity at the time. It supported and inspired everything she has done. However, along with her age and perspective, that has changed throughout the years, we as well see how her identity developed along the way.
  “Once upon a time, I had delusions of grandeur… I truly believed that I was destined for richness and fame because of my talent and ‘specialness.’” (LeBlanc, “Evolution”) As the author of this essay points out when she was younger, she believed she was destined to become famous. Like many people, she probably didn't think she 'd be happy and satisfied to be living the lives of the majority. This was a large part of who she was as a teenager. However, as an adult, there is nothing apparently rare and extraordinary about her life that would be even close to her aspirations when she was younger. She even states, “Could my life be any more normal?”, as well as, stating that she's “perfectly okay with this”. This indicates that she doesn't care what she aspired to be before because she has a new aspiration she loves, a new identity that she has created.
The second half of the essay explains how she doesn't care about the aspiration she had before and how it was possible to let go of such a strong part of herself. She states, “I know things [my past self-] doesn’t know,”. This indicates what caused her identity to change and develop as she became older and encountered more further than just high school and college significances. Analyzing her experience in school to “a mere microcosm of life, like a lens zoomed in too close on one object”, she states that it transpired essentially as a shift in perspective. “I’ve learned that importance is relative.” She came to recognize and understand that, to her, being famous or extraordinary is not the only way to feel important and make a change. But starting a family and becoming a "vital member of her community" has taught and shown her that she can have a huge impact on people without being a famous singer. This enabled her to alter her identity, without lessening her feeling of self-worth.
The essay Evolution can be seen to explore the idea of identity throughout. “Evolution”, distinguishes her extraordinary childhood dream, that one day she would become a famous singer. With her current entity as a teacher in a suburb in Philadelphia. She explains that, despite not having had an immense influence on the world, she is happy with her life as an active member of her family and society. The moral of the essay, "Evolution," is that, based on circumstances and personal growth, one 's identity can change over time. That nothing will stay the same forever, but that doesn’t mean we should feel depressed and/or regretful for it, but satisfied and happy of what we have accomplished so far.
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