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	Unit and Activity
	Text Name and Type
	What does this text say about the theme of identity? Create one short paragraph with two supporting details. Make sure you explain the supporting details.

	U1A1
	“Sojourners”: personal essay
	  This essay metaphorically depicts the connection and relations between mangrove trees and human identity. Dillard explains that once a mangrove tree is adrift, it's capable of finding a way to live freely and independently, just as humans can never be entirely sure about where they're going to go or who they're going to become, the simply thrive to live. Dillard continues discussing human nature and how it is ever-changing, evolving, and unclear. This text surrounds the idea of identity because it initiates that you cannot presume the identification of another. After all, that is something that is continually evolving.

	U1A2
	“Once More to the Lake”: personal essay
	“Once More to the Lake”, by E.B White was an essay in which a father struggles to find his identity. The lake demonstrates that White is denying his own mortality. The father fails to acknowledge that he is now the parent, not the infant, this highlight both the concept of man against himself and one's identity, as the speaker experiences an internal conflict. Throughout the work, we see that White distinguishes his tender memories of the lake as a youth, amidst his complex emotions, he experiences while examining the same lake as an adult. The dominant impression of the short story follows the theme of identity, the passage of time and how memories fade in the face of change, relate to how one’s identity will always be changing.

	U1A3
	“Can TV Make Us Not Hate Ourselves?”: personal essay
	  This article brought up some very strong points that are major issues in today's society. It made me ponder, bringing these issues on the surface: Why aren’t there more people of colour on television? And when there are, why do they have to be degrading roles like a cab driver, the nerdy friend, or terrorist? The article demonstrates how people of colour are poorly represented on a screen. How culture shapes one’s identity. So, without culture, no one will have a sense of where they come from, any belief or morality to learn from, or even share a resemblance with, others in their looks. Koul explains how everyone is going to be the same if culture does not exist. Proper representation must be observed in order to be able to embrace their culture, at the end of the day growing and shaping their identity in a positive light.

	U2A1
	“Online Disinhibition Effect”: article
	While online some people self-disclose or act out more frequently or deeply than they would in person. This article explores how individuals to this day are using technology to replace a world that is indifferent to their wants and desires--for a world that is responsive to them. Throughout the article, Franzen focuses on how technology affects our humanity regarding our ability to love others and ourselves. Franzen’s purpose was to make people realize that things like our phones are part of our identity—or we make it part of our identity. How we create this persona through technology and use it as we please. The article suggests that we live plugged-in lives- to the extent that we may not be realizing that our smart devices are having a psychological impact on us and even changing who we are.

	
	Secret Path: graphic novel, film
	The graphic novel, film ‘Secret Path’ explores a 12-year-old boy's childhood being ripped out from under him when he was taken from his family to a residential school. The idea of identity is shown throughout whole the film. As we see him in the school, he is shown to be confused and lost—he as well as the other boys taken from home are losing the sight of their own identity. Their identity is changing due to the society they are being forced in. Due to this impact, while the boy escapes school he can be shown to have a difficult time is finding his home--finding his identity. This signifies how he does not know who he is anymore and is longing to find his true self along his trip home.

	U2A2
	“The Lonely Death of Chanie Wenjack”: article
	The article ‘The Lonely death of Chanie’ explores a young boy named Chanie who is stripped from his identity and given a new one to follow. The article tells a story of Chanie who was put into a residential school, put into a new culture that he is not used to and is forced to forget his own culture and beliefs. Identity is shown in numerous factors in the article such as personal connection, social, cultural experiences and so on. It is shown that someone’s identity can be molded by society, making it difficult for people to change who they are. This leads to when Chanie is able to escape the school, he is described to be lost and confused. This explains that being in the society he was in has led to losing his true self.

	U3A1
	“The Great Gatsby”: Novel
	  Fitzgerald portrays almost every character's identity as untrustworthy and deceitful throughout the ‘The Great Gatsby’. For example, the character, Gatsby is known to have an envisioned identity. Fitzgerald portrays his identity in several ways: his characteristics way of speaking; his carelessly developed backstory and his extravagant parties all play a role in their identity. Fitzgerald suggests that Gatsby has made great strides to recreate himself and identify himself with Daisy's 'old money' upper class. In all that, Gatsby resembles the critical elements of the American dream. It would seem evident that in the novel, Fitzgerald presents Gatsby as more of a man who has forged his own identity (his sense of self) in an attempt to achieve his wildest dreams and ambitions.

	U4A3
	“Carlos Can’t Remember”: podcast episode
	  Gladwell's podcast focuses on the identities of bright children growing up in poverty. He explains why the argument that people growing up in poverty just need to try harder has been short-sighted. The reality that these children with incredible talent and skill, who live a life of despair and poverty, could not transform their identity because America will not fully understand capitalization is a major issue. Ultimately this podcast explains why it is difficult to alter identity for many. Unfortunately, people often do not have the ability to change who they are, and how they live.



	
	
	



	
	
	



